
Quotes on Liberty and the American Experiment 

 

Liberty is not collective, it is personal. All liberty is individual liberty. 

'Emergencies' have always been the pretext on which the safeguards of individual liberty 

have been eroded. 

Liberty not only means that the individual has both the opportunity and the burden of 

choice; it also means that he must bear the consequences of his actions. Liberty and 

responsibility are inseparable. 

There is only one kind of freedom and that's individual liberty. Our lives come from our 

creator and our liberty comes from our creator. It has nothing to do with government 

granting it. 

Law is often the tyrant's will, and always so when it violates the right of an individual. 

The price of freedom is eternal vigilance. 

The American heritage was one of individual liberty, personal responsibility and freedom 

from government ... Unfortunately ... that heritage has been lost. Americans no longer 

have the freedom to direct their own lives ... Today, it is the government that is free - free 

to do whatever it wants. There is no subject, no issue, no matter ... that is not subject to 

legislation. 

Most of the major ills of the world have been caused by well-meaning people who 

ignored the principle of individual freedom, except as applied to themselves, and who 

were obsessed with fanatical zeal to improve the lot of mankind. 

Experience hath shewn, that even under the best forms of government those entrusted 

with power have, in time, and by slow operations, perverted it into tyranny. 

The smallest minority on earth is the individual. Those who deny individual rights cannot 

claim to be defenders of minorities. 

The [U.S.] Constitution is a limitation on the government, not on private individuals ... it 

does not prescribe the conduct of private individuals, only the conduct of the 

government ... it is not a charter for government power, but a charter of the citizen's 

protection against the government. 

Individual liberty is individual power. 

Democracy is a pathetic belief in the collective wisdom of individual ignorance. 

A society that does not recognize that each individual has values of his own which he is 

entitled to follow can have no respect for the dignity of the individual and cannot really 

know freedom. 
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The aim of public education is not to spread enlightenment at all; it is simply to reduce as 

many individuals as possible to the same safe level, to breed a standard citizenry, to put 

down dissent and originality. 

Everything that is really great and inspiring is created by the individual who can labor in 

freedom. 

An elective despotism was not the government we fought for. 

What country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not warned from time to time that 

their people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let them take arms. 

Among the natural rights of the colonists are these: First a right to life, secondly to 

liberty, and thirdly to property; together with the right to defend them in the best 

manner they can. 

Rightful liberty is unobstructed action according to our will within limits drawn around us 

by the equal rights of others. I do not add 'within the limits of the law' because law is 

often but the tyrant's will, and always so when it violates the rights of the individual. 

One of the annoying things about believing in free will and individual responsibility is the 

difficulty of finding somebody to blame your problems on. And when you do find 

somebody, it's remarkable how often his picture turns up on your driver's license. 

Since there is no such entity as 'the public,' since the public is merely a number of 

individuals, the idea that 'the public interest' supersedes private interests and rights can 

have but one meaning: that the interests and rights of some individuals take precedence 

over the interests and rights of others. 

The whole of the Bill [of Rights] is a declaration of the right of the people at large or 

considered as individuals... It establishes some rights of the individual as unalienable and 

which consequently, no majority has a right to deprive them of. 

Guard with jealous attention the public liberty. Suspect everyone who approaches that 

jewel. Unfortunately, nothing will preserve it but downright force. Whenever you give up 

that force, you are inevitably ruined. 

I am opposed to any form of tyranny over the mind of man. 

Every individual necessarily labors to render the annual revenue of society as great as he 

can. He generally neither intends to promote the public interest, nor knows how much 

he is promoting it. He intends only his own gain, and he is, in this, as in many other cases, 

led by an invisible hand to promote an end which was not part of his intention. 

I have sworn upon the altar of God Eternal, hostility against every form of tyranny over 

the mind of man. 

Liberty, then, is the SOVEREIGNTY OF THE INDIVIDUAL. 
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The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and 

tyrants. 

Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? 

Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me 

liberty, or give me death! 

I have sworn upon the altar of God Eternal, hostility against every form of tyranny over 

the mind of man. 

Where the state begins, individual liberty ceases, and vice versa. 

The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at the same time. 

Liberty is a political firewall that limits the damage government can do to the individual. 

All initiation of force is a violation of someone else's rights, whether initiated by an 

individual or the state, for the benefit of an individual or group of individuals, even if it's 

supposed to be for the benefit of another individual or group of individuals. 

A society that robs an individual of the product of his effort ... is not strictly speaking a 

society, but a mob held together by institutionalized gang violence. 

In my youth I stressed freedom, and in my old age I stress order. I have made the great 

discovery that liberty is a product of order. 

In my youth I stressed freedom, and in my old age I stress order. I have made the great 

discovery that liberty is a product of order. 

Fundamentally, there are only two ways of coordinating the economic activities of 

millions. One is central direction involving the use of coercion - the technique of the army 

and of the modern totalitarian state. The other is voluntary cooperation of individuals - 

the technique of the marketplace. 

The more the state "plans" the more difficult planning becomes for the individual. 

The government's only proper job is to protect individual rights against violence by force 

or fraud ... to protect men from foreign invaders ... to settle disputes among men 

according to objective laws ... The greatness of the Founding Fathers was how well they 

understood this issue and how close some of them came to understanding it perfectly. 

The most important element of a free society, where individual rights are held in the 

highest esteem, is the rejection of the initiation of violence. 

Libertarians recognize the inevitable pluralism of the modern world and for that reason 

assert that individual liberty is at least part of the common good. 

If technology has finally caught up with individual liberty, why would anyone who loves 

freedom want to rethink that? 

The State calls its own violence, law; but that of the individual, crime. 
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Federalism isn’t about states’ rights. It’s about dividing power to better protect individual 

liberty. 

Individual liberty, the basic underpinning of American society, requires constant defense 

against the encroachment of the state. 

Liberty, when it begins to take root, is a plant of rapid growth. 

No system of regulation can safely be substituted for the operation of individual liberty 

as expressed in competition. 
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